
 

 

 
 Saint Paul Planning Commission 
 City Hall Conference Center 

15 Kellogg Boulevard West 
 

Minutes January 26, 2007 
 
 
A meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Saint Paul was held Friday, January 26, 2007,  
at 8:30 a.m. in the Conference Center of City Hall. 
 
Commissioners Mmes. Donnelly-Cohen, Faricy, Lu, Morton, Porter, and; and Messrs. Alton, Bellus, 
Present:   Commers, Dandrea, Goodlow, Gordon, Johnson, Kramer, Mejia, Nelson and  
   Rosemark. 
 
Commissioners Mmes. *McCall, Smitten, *Trevino, and Messrs. Cudahy, and Kong  
Absent:     

*Excused 
 

Also Present:  Larry Soderholm, Planning Administrator; Allan Torstenson, Patricia James, Luis 
Pereira, and Kate Fleming, Department of Planning and Economic Development 
staff. 

 
I. Approval of minutes January 12, 2007. 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Johnson moved approval of the minutes of January 12, 2007.  
Commissioner Morton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously on a voice vote. 

 
II. Chair’s Announcements 
 

Chair Alton handed out an information sheet on various training programs on planning and zoning 
offered by GTS (Government Training Services).  He encouraged the Planning Commissioners to 
take advantage these programs. The website for GTS is www.mngts.org, and the classes start in 
March.  
 

III. Planning Administrator’s Announcements 
 

Larry Soderholm reported on planning-related business at the City Council for last week.  The 
Council does not meet next week. 

 
On behalf of the commission members and staff, Larry Soderholm thanked Chair Alton and his 
wife for their generous gift of bakery goods throughout the year.  He presented the Chair a gift 
certificate and said that flowers were delivered to Bonnie at the bakery. 
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IV. Communications Committee 
 
 Annual Report 2006 
 

The Planning Commission's Annual Report for 2006 was distributed.  Larry Soderholm said that it 
will be sent to the Mayor, the City Council, and a mailing list of about 400 organizations.  It is one 
way that the Planning Commission reminds active citizens of its continuing work and 
responsibilities.  The report will also be posted on the web. 
 

V. Annual Meeting 
 
 Planning Administrator’s report on achievements during 2006 and goals for 2007 
 (Larry Soderholm, 651/266-6573) 
 

Larry Soderholm reviewed the Annual Report for 2006 and commented on planning highlights 
during the past year, including:  the decisions by the Metropolitan Council and the FTA to move 
ahead with LRT planning for the Central Corridor; initiation of the Comprehensive Plan 2008; and 
the difficult zoning decisions on the airport dike and the proposed Bridges of Saint Paul 
development.  He congratulated the Commissioner members on their dedication and hard work. 
 
Next Mr. Soderholm handed out an outline on what he believes will be the major opportunities and 
responsibilities of the Planning Commission in 2007.  They are:  the Central Corridor Development 
Strategy and related planning; the Ford site redevelopment alternatives; the five required chapters 
of the Comprehensive Plan; the Invest Saint Paul program for neighborhood improvement; making 
better use of the City website for planning projects; adopting updated Critical Area regulations; and 
adopting more district and neighborhood plans.  Mr. Soderholm also said that much of the 
Commission's work in 2007 will happen through task forces, and the Steering Committee has 
discussed how to bring more substantive reporting on the work of task forces back to full Planning 
Commission meetings. 

  
 Report of Nominating Committee and Election of Officers 

 
Commissioner Faricy reported on behalf of the Nominating Committee.  The other committee 
members were Commissioners Gordon, and Donnelly-Cohen.  For the committee, she nominated 
Brian Alton for Chair, Kathi Donnelly-Cohen for First Vice-Chair, Jon Commers for Second Vice 
Chair, and Marilyn Porter for Secretary.  
 

 Chair Alton asked for any further nominations.  None were made. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Faricy moved to close nominations and approve a unanimous ballot 
for Commissioners Alton, Donnelly-Cohen, Commers, and Porter as a slate.  Commissioner 
Dandrea seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously on a voice vote. 

  
 Commissioner Faricy congratulated the new officers for 2007. 
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VI. Zoning Committee 
    
 NEW BUSINESS 
 

   # 06-292-216 Victory Through Faith - Conditional Use Permit for community residential facility 
(Department of Human Services licensed-Chemical dependency) for 46 residents.  869 5th St E, 
NW corner at Mendota. (Patricia James, 651/266-6639) 

 
Commissioner Morton reported that the Zoning Committee laid this case over to the February 1, 
2007 meeting. 

 
  Conditional Use Permit expiration text amendment – Discussion of proposed language clarifying 

when conditional use permits expire.  (Patricia James, 651/266-6639) 
   
   MOTION: Commissioner Morton moved the Zoning Committee’s recommendation to release 

the Conditional Use Permit expiration text amendment for public review and set a public hearing 
for March 1, 2007, at the Zoning Committee.  The motion carried unanimously on a voice vote. 

 
 Commissioner Morton announced the Zoning Committee Agenda for the February 1, 2007 meeting. 

   
VII. Comprehensive Planning Committee 
 

Commissioner Donnelly-Cohen announced the next meeting is scheduled for February 6, 2007, 11th 
Floor of the CHA, 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
 
Update on Parkland Dedication Ordinance – Amendments under discussion at the City Council.  
(Allan Torstenson, 651/266-6579) 
 
Allan Torstenson reported on the current status of the Parkland Dedication Ordinance.  The 
Planning Commission held a public hearing and made recommendations to the City Council.  The 
City Council held a public hearing on the Parkland Dedication Ordinance, as submitted by the 
Planning Commission, on December 6, 2006; there were not enough votes to pass the ordinance.  
Concerns raised at the public hearing were that the ordinance as drafted would apply only to 
residential projects that require a plat and for them the land dedication required or fee in lieu thereof 
was too high.  Many townhouse developments of only four or five units require replatting, but some 
very large developments, such as the Penfield or the Bridges of Saint Paul, might build without 
replatting (i.e., they might be consolidating underlying legal descriptions of land, not subdividing 
them). 
 
The Council asked staff to amend the draft ordinance to broaden the base by including residential 
construction that did not require platting and by including commercial and industrial development, 
and then to reduce the land dedication requirement and fee in lieu of dedication.  Mr. Torstenson 
said he has been writing another version of the ordinance as requested.  It has a two step dedication 
requirement.  One step occurs at platting, and a second step occurs when building permits are 
issued.  Commercial and industrial development is included, but with a lower requirement at the 
building permit step.  If the City wants land for parks, it will get it at the time of platting.  But at 
platting, it is often unknown how intensive the future development will be or how great a need for 
parkland it will generate.  At the building permit step, the future need for park services is easier to 
predict, and the draft proposes using parking spaces as a measurable indicator for how many people 
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will be at the site.  Mr. Torstenson said he is including extensive drafting notes with the revised 
ordinance to serve as the rationale for the ordinance if it is challenged in court. 
 
Questions and discussion followed, particularly in relation to the authority for parkland dedication 
in state law. 
 

VIII. Neighborhood and Current Planning Committee 
 

Larry Soderholm announced the next meeting will be Wednesday, January 31, 2007. 
 

IX. Task Force Reports  
 

Chair Alton announced the Ford Plant Site Task Force will hold its first meeting on February 5, 
2007, and will be co-chaired by Commissioner Faricy and William Kline, a Highland resident and 
Attorney with the Gray Plant Mooty Law Firm in Minneapolis.  Commissioner Rosemark was also 
named to the task force.  Meetings will be on the first and third Mondays each month.  
 
Commissioner Gordon gave a report on the Parks Comp Plan Task Force.  At their meeting on 
January 17th  they had a panel presentation by parks providers.  The panelists were from Ramsey 
County Parks, Three Rivers Park District (western suburbs), Bloomington, Maple Grove, and 
Minneapolis.  They made a lot of suggestions for the Comprehensive Plan.  The next panel will be 
made up of park users--the ways that the parks are used and who uses them.  In the future there will 
be panels on special populations, the needs of different ethnic groups, park volunteers, marketing 
the parks, and revenues.  Also, a survey will be sent to residents of the city. 
 
Commissioner Gordon gave a report on the STAR program.  The small grant program is now 
underway.  They had an orientation session on January 18, 2007.  Small grants are between $5,000-
$25,000.  This year the program is limited to nonprofit applicants.  Next year it will be open to for-
profit entities as well.  The application deadline is Thursday, February 22.  The STAR Board will 
be reviewing and ranking on Wednesday, March 28.  The large loan and grant program orientation 
will be on Wednesday, April 11, and the application deadline is on June 1, 2007. 
 
Commissioner Porter gave a report on the Central Corridor University Avenue Task Force.  
University of Minnesota Humphrey Institute students are helping to collect input on the 
development strategy document.  The next meeting will be on Wednesday, February 14, 2007.  It 
will be a joint meeting with the Capitol/Downtown Task Force.  She also reminded the 
Commissioners about the LRT open houses on February 15 and 16, 2007. 
 
Commissioner Kramer announced the first meeting of the Land Use Task Force for the 
Comprehensive Plan will be on February 7, 2007, at the Rice Street Library, at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Nelson gave a report on the Como Avenue in St. Anthony Task Force.  At their 
meeting they did an analysis of strengths/weaknesses/opportunities/challenges.  The St. Anthony 
Park Foundation provided grant funds so that a planner, Ethan Fawley, could be hired to work with 
the task force and public workshops can be held by the Center for Neighborhoods.  At the 
workshops, citizens do building block massing alternatives and get on-the-spot architectural 
sketches and feasibility pro formas. 
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X. Old Business 
 
 None 
 

XI New Business 
 
 None 
 
XII. Adjournment     
 
 Meeting adjourned at 9:47 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recorded and prepared by 
Kate Fleming, Planning Commission Secretary 
Planning and Economic Development Department,  
City of Saint Paul 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Approved ____________________________ 
                                    (Date) 
 
 
__________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Larry Soderholm, AICP Marilyn Porter 
Planning Administrator Secretary of the Planning Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PED\Fleming\January 26, 2007 
 
 
 
 


